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Dedicated to all those in the world who work hard to help
protect the Earth and its creatures. KB

To my mum, who has always supported my choices, the team
at Where The Wild Things Are for their passion for books
and love of community, and to all the people out there who
connect closely with nature. RT
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Off the coast of Queensiand
lies a very special place.

A reef packed full of sea life
we cannot soon replace. /




Among the clear blue waters \
live creatures great and small.
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Many are at risk, though,
and we must protect them all.
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Can'you spot these animals
that call the reef their home?

Count them all as you explore.
Check out this busy zone!
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Onée squawking seabird
oops down from clouds sky-high.
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give haven for the night.
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Now, my young explorer,
rest your weary head.

~And dream tonight of sea life,
from your comfy bed.




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Kellie Byrnesis a children’s author and full-time freelance writer with a degree
in literature. Her first picture book, Cloud Conductor, came out in 2018, and
five more of her picture books, plus a junior-fiction novel, will be published
by 2022. Kellie was an Artist-in-Residence at the Crows Nest on the Sunshine
Coast, Queensland, for four months in 2019, and a mentee in the US-based
‘Writing with the Stars’ program in 2018. She reviews children’s books and
blogs about kidlit, and as a freelance writer has created a variety of content
for companies around the world.

www.kelliebyrnes.com

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Rachel Tribout is an illustrator and designer born in France, where she
studied visual communication and illustration. She has illustrated several

picture books, works with businesses and non-profits, and collaborates with

design studios on commercial and cultural projects. In her spare time, she

has created two picture books that explore the monsters of the Tasmanian =

landscape: The Monsters of Tasmania, 2014, and The Journey of Admiral
Bolognaise, 2016. She is currently working on the third instalment.

www.racheltribout.com
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ABOUT FIRST 5 FOREVER

In the first five years, little moments make a big difference.

Children learn best from those closest to them - and by talking, reading, singing and playing together every day, families
support their child’s brain development and help them build a lifelong love of learning and discovery.

First 5 Forever is an early literacy program supporting families to make the most of this time. The program offers free
sessions for children 0-5 and their families throughout Queensland’s public library and Indigenous Knowledge Centre network,
and provides fun, informative and hands-on tips and advice online.

First 5 Forever is an initiative of the Queensland Government, coordinated by State Library of Queensland and delivered in
partnership with local government. Each year, public libraries and Indigenous Knowledge Centres across Queensland welcome
thousands of families to First 5 Forever activities.

To find out more about First 5 Forever, visit www.slqg.qld.gov.au/first5forever

ABOUT THIS SERIES

State Library of Queensland has published twelve new children’s picture books for Queensland’s littlest readers as part of
First 5 Forever. The books promote strong early literacy foundations through a range of subjects and styles: the amusing
antics of Queensland’s faunal emblem, the koala; educational aids such as counting and alphabet books; stories of belonging;
journeys of discovery; true-life tales; and much more.

Produced exclusively for State Library of Queensland and First 5 Forever, this series reflects the diversity of Queensland,
celebrates the uniqueness of our state, and aims to inspire a love of reading and discovery in a new generation of little
Queenslanders.

The books also showcase writers and artists with a Queensland connection who are based throughout the state.

- They feature emerging and established talent, as well as First Nations writers and artists whose books were developed with
State Library of Queensland’s black&write! editorial team.
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Count the Extra Animals

Here are five additional vulnerable
creatures that live at the
Great Barrier Reef.

Saltwater
Crocodile

Dwarf Minke
Whale
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Triton Shell




.':“‘ Y
, P o
| &
: < A e K
e Great Barrier Reef Is a remarkable place. e

eming with life, it provides food and shelter
. to millions of animals. RRa D




