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Charlotte and her little brother played 
in their garden. 

The garden was alive with small things 
that crawled, buzzed and f lew.

But small, fuzzy f lying 
things made Benji nervous.



He ran away.

One day, Benji found a bee in the kitchen. 
He was scared.

‘Do not squish it!’ Charlotte squealed, 
just in time. 
‘Bees are the magicians of the sky.’ 



‘They collect pollen,’ she said. 
‘Pollen makes flowers grow.’

and then another 

‘The bees fly to one place

and the flowers come to life. 
Like magic.’

. . . buzzzzzz . . .

. . . buzz buzz . . . 



‘This bee looks tired,’ Dad said.
‘I will find out what kind of 
bee it is,’ Charlotte said. 

Charlotte flipped through her book.
‘I found it!’ she said. 
‘It is a Teddy Bear bee.’
‘Hello, Teddy,’ Benji said.

She dashed off to find 
her library book. 

‘It has a cute name. But it cannot 
live in our house,’ Dad said.

Native bees 
of Queensland



Charlotte drew plans for the bee hotel. Benji helped.

They made a list of everything 
they would need.

Charlotte had an idea.
‘Benji and I could build a 
hotel in the backyard.’

‘Marvellous!’ Dad said.

small logs 

bamboo 

paint 

a wooden
 box 

sticks and
 twigs 

rope



First, they searched in Dad’s shed. 
It was just like a treasure hunt.

They found …

and some rope.

a box, 

a roof



They went to the hardware store.

They bought …

bamboo,

and some paint.

small logs



Benji gathered sticks and twigs.

Then they put it all together.

Dad hammered.

Charlotte painted.



In no time at all, the hotel was ready. ‘Welcome to your new home, Teddy,’ Charlotte said. 

   MARVELLOUS
  T H E

  HOTEL
for

 BEES
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More bees arrived.
Benji gave 

them names. 

Charlotte recorded them in a guest book.

TeddyMr Fuzzy Feet

 Mrs Bumbles

Trevor



Charlotte thought of another idea. 
‘We need to build more hotels,’ she said.

‘A bee hotel in every backyard,’ 
Dad said. ‘Marvellous!’
Charlotte and Benji drew their plans. They gave the first hotel to their neighbour.



‘Do not squish it!’ Benji squealed, 
just in time. 
‘Bees are the magicians 
of the sky,’ he told her.

One day, their grandma popped in for a visit. 
She got a fright when she found a bee on her biscuit. 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Alison McLennan is a children’s author based in Queensland. She grew up 

on the sunny Gold Coast, before making her home in Brisbane. Her graphic 

novel, A Flood in the Village, was published by Library For All in 2020 as part 

of their natural disaster series, and her second picture book, Growing Pains, 

will be released by EK Books in April 2021. Her short stories ‘You Can Have 

Mine’ (The School Magazine) and ‘Daisy and the Deep Dark Forest’ (Spooky 

Stories for Brave Kids Anthology) were published in 2019. She is a mother of 

two gorgeous teenagers and one fur baby. When not writing for children, she 

works as a voiceover artist, singer and content writer and has a background 

in performance, journalism and public relations.

www.alisonmclennan.org

 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Erin Dunne is an artist and arts educator based in Central Queensland. Her 

work attempts to capture and distil a poetic and narrative sense of what it 

means to call regional Queensland home. She examines everyday experiences 

relating to place through an autobiographical lens. Recent achievements 

include winning the 2018 Queensland Regional Art Awards and 2019 Bayton 

Award for Central Queensland Artists.

ABOUT FIRST 5 FOREVER

In the first five years, little moments make a big difference.

Children learn best from those closest to them – and by talking, reading, singing and playing together every day, 

families support their child’s brain development and help them build a lifelong love of learning and discovery. 

First 5 Forever is an early literacy program supporting families to make the most of this time. The program 

offers free sessions for children 0–5 and their families throughout Queensland’s public library and Indigenous 

Knowledge Centre network, and provides fun, informative and hands-on tips and advice online.

First 5 Forever is an initiative of the Queensland Government, coordinated by State Library of Queensland and 

delivered in partnership with local government. Each year, public libraries and Indigenous Knowledge Centres 

across Queensland welcome thousands of families to First 5 Forever activities.

To find out more about First 5 Forever, visit www.slq.qld.gov.au/first5forever

ABOUT THIS SERIES 

State Library of Queensland has published twelve new children’s picture books for Queensland’s littlest readers 
as part of First 5 Forever. The books promote strong early literacy foundations through a range of subjects and 
styles: the amusing antics of Queensland’s faunal emblem, the koala; educational aids such as counting and 
alphabet books; stories of belonging; journeys of discovery; true-life tales; and much more. 

 Produced exclusively for State Library of Queensland and First 5 Forever, this series reflects the diversity of 
Queensland, celebrates the uniqueness of our state, and aims to inspire a love of reading and discovery in a new 
generation of little Queenslanders.  

 The books also showcase writers and artists with a Queensland connection who are based throughout the 
state. They feature emerging and established talent, as well as First Nations writers and artists whose books were 
developed with State Library of Queensland’s black&write! editorial team. 





Benji is scared of bees. His big sister, Charlotte, Benji is scared of bees. His big sister, Charlotte, 

wants to teach him all about how special bees are. wants to teach him all about how special bees are. 

Together, they make a plan that might Together, they make a plan that might 

just change Benji’s mind.just change Benji’s mind.


