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 Middle Years: Visual Art (Year 9 & 10) 

In Visual Arts, students:  

• build on their awareness of how and why artists, craftspeople and designers realise their ideas through different visual representations, 

practices, processes and viewpoints  

• refine their personal aesthetic through working and responding perceptively and conceptually as an artist, craftsperson, designer or audience  

• identify and explain, using appropriate visual language, how artists and audiences interpret artworks through explorations of different 

viewpoints 

• research and analyse the characteristics, qualities, properties and constraints of materials, technologies and processes across a range of 

forms, styles, practices and viewpoints  

• adapt, manipulate, deconstruct and reinvent techniques, styles and processes to make visual artworks that are crossmedia or crossform  

• draw on artworks from a range of cultures, times and locations as they experience visual arts  

• explore the influences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and those of the Asia region  

• learn that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to other technologies  

• reflect on the development of different traditional and contemporary styles and how artists can be identified through the style of their 

artworks as they explore different forms in visual arts  
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• identify the social relationships that have developed between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other cultures in Australia, and 

explore how these are reflected in developments of forms and styles in visual arts  

• use historical and conceptual explanations to critically reflect on the contribution of visual arts practitioners as they make and respond to 

visual artworks 

• adapt ideas, representations and practices from selected artists and use them to inform their own personal aesthetic when producing a 

series of artworks that are conceptually linked, and present their series to an audience  

• extend their understanding of safe visual arts practices and choose to use sustainable materials, techniques and technologies  

• build on their experience from the previous band to develop their understanding of the roles of artists and audiences.  

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum The Arts: Visual Arts,               

https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/visual-arts/ 

Unit of Work Art as a Social Conscience 

Key inquiry questions: How do social, cultural and historical influences shape an artist’s work? 

How do artists represent ideas through visual conventions?  
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How do philosophies, ideologies and/or scientific knowledge impact on artworks and communication of meaning to an 

audience? 

Content Description 

• conceptualise and develop representations of themes, concepts or subject matter to experiment with their developing personal style, 
reflecting on the styles of artists, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists (ACAVAM125)  

• develop and refine techniques and processes to represent ideas and subject matter (ACAVAM127)  

• plan and design artworks that represent artistic intention (ACAVAM128) 

• present ideas for displaying artworks and evaluate displays of artworks (ACAVAM129) 

• evaluate how representations communicate artistic intentions in artworks they make and view to inform their future art making (ACAVAR130  

• analyse a range of visual artworks from contemporary and past times to explore differing viewpoints and enrich their visual artmaking, starting 
with Australian artworks, including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and consider international artworks (ACAVAR131) 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum The Arts: Visual Arts,               
https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/visual-arts/ 
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Learning Objectives and Success Criteria 

Learning Objectives 

Students are learning to: 

• evaluate how representations communicate artistic intentions in artworks they make and view 

• evaluate artworks and displays from different cultures, times and places 

• identify influences of other artists on their own artworks 

• manipulate materials, techniques and processes to develop and refine techniques and processes to represent ideas and subject matter in 

their artworks 

 

Success criteria 

Students will be successful when they can: 

• identify and analyse how they and other artists use visual conventions and viewpoints to communicate artistic intentions 

• evaluate the influence of different cultures, times and places on artworks 

• plan their art making in response to exploration of techniques and processes used in their own and others’ artworks 
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• demonstrate the development and refinement of techniques and processes through the manipulation of materials, techniques and processes 

to represent ideas in their artwork.  

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum The Arts: Visual Arts,               

https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/visual-arts/ 
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Teaching Notes 

Timing 

3 x 1 hour lessons 

Resources 

• devices for students to record photographs 

• devices and internet access 

• printer 

• large sheets of butcher’s paper and cartridge paper 

• a range of media including paint, ink, charcoal, oil pastels, felt pens and pencils, glue, tape, scissors 

• glue, tape, scissors 

• multiple enlarged A4 copies of disaster images for students to create a collage 

• collage materials 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au


 

These learning notes may be reproduced for non-commercial educational use only. For other uses please contact State Library at copyright@slq.qld.gov.au 

  
 

 
 

Teaching Notes 

In order to get the most out of this resource, become a State Library member today for free and immediate access to digital resources.  
 
Once you have set up your State Library Membership you can access Kanopy, ebooks and databases including those referred to in this resource.  
 
To access Kanopy, databases and other e-resources suggested in this resource, ensure students are logged in with their State Library membership 
before following the resource link.  
 
All of the images in this resource can be found in the State Library of Queensland’s digital exhibition, TWENTY or in State Library of Queensland’s 
One Search catalogue. Photographs are also listed with their image number throughout to allow students to find the images in One Search.  
 
Didactics included through this resources can also be found in the digital exhibition and projected in the classroom, or viewed on student devices. 
 
Please check all copyright permissions on the images in this resources and the exhibition before reproducing for any assignment work.  
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Learning Activities 

Lesson 1: 

Introduce students to the concept of the power of an image by watching the following video: Proof: The Photographers on Photography (2013). 

National Geographic. 

 

Introduce students to State Library Queensland’s TWENTY exhibition. 

 

Conduct a whole class discussion on issues of concern. Ask students to think about categorizing the identified issues into the following: 

• Global Issues, National Issues, Regional Issues, Local Issues, Personal Issues 

Write these titles in the centre of each of five sheets of butcher’s paper, then organise students into five groups to create mindmaps on the sheets. 

Student groups are to brainstorm as many different issues they can think of within that particular category, then at 2 minute intervals pass the sheet 

to the next group and continue the process until each group has contributed to each of the ‘Issues’ sheets. Display these mindmaps for a brief 

discussion, then focus on the images in TWENTY - Wild Weather. 

 

Teacher may choose to read out the following background information: 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tVlMaBNkpg
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Queensland is no stranger to extreme weather. The last 20 years have seen some of the worst events to affect the state: the ‘millennium drought’ in 

the early 2000s, Category 5 Tropical Cyclones Larry and Yasi, and the historic floods of 2011 in the south and 2019 in the north. People and the 

natural environment have endured significant and lasting trauma, but Queensland has rebuilt and moved forward. With climate change impacting 

weather now more than ever, we have to ask: is this the new norm? Queenslanders are posed with the challenge of how to respond to this stark 

reality. 

 

When viewing the following 3 images, ask students to consider these questions and write down any words, emotions or memories that come to mind: 

• What is happening here? 

• What do you see in the image? 

• How does it make you feel? 

• What don’t you see, but you think might be around? 

• If you were there, what would it feel like, smell like, sound like? 

1. Aerial view of flooded streets and houses, Townsville, 2019. Cameron Laird. (Image number:  32018-0001-0015) 

2. Kate Charleston stands injured outside her destroyed Innisfail home after Cyclone Larry, 2006. Brian Cassey. (Image number: 

18379452100-0001-0016) 

3. Woman being winched to safety by Emergency Management Queensland rescue helicopter crew, Grantham, Lockyer Valley, 2011. 
Bruce Grady. Image number: 28510-0115-0008 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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Conducts a whole class discussion exploring the importance of photography in historical documentation and which image evoked the most emotion. 

Then view the following image:  

Young boys playing pool surrounded by floodwaters, Charleville, 2012. Hamish Cairns. (Image number: 31817-0001-0006) 

• What is this image about? 

• What stands out to you the most? 

• Why would the photographer choose black and white for this image? 

• What sort of emotion does it evoke and why? 

 

Discuss 2011 Brisbane floods and the artwork featured in the following image: 

Flood sign at the Brisbane Powerhouse being inundated by flood waters at New Farm, 2011. Troy Hansen. (Image number: 27804-0001-

0022) 

 

MAKING: 

Teacher to provide numerous enlarged A4 prints from the Wild Weather images as well as various magazines, newspapers and other materials for 

students to create a collage using the FLOOD image and Wild Weather images as stimulus. Student’s work needs to embody an individual or 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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combination of wild weather or disaster events that occur in Queensland. Students to incorporate type into the image either by digital media, 

freehand drawing or cutting out letters. Alternatively, students could use a digital imaging platform to create their work. 

 

Students need to consider how to display their work at the end of the class for peer review, where they reflect on the process of responding to 

stimulus and creating their own pieces. 

  

Lesson 2: 

Students to view the following video: The Power of Photos, Canon Europe. 

 

RESPONDING: 

Discuss the impact that photos can have on people’s emotions and why they are used in our society. Whole class to be guided through a number of 

images and video resources to assist them in understanding the influence of photographs.  

 

Teacher to discuss how photographs have acted as a catalyst of change, then show students an article regarding Nick Ut’s iconic photograph (at 

teacher’s discretion). Discuss what is happening in this image and how visual elements assist with reinforcing the message and creating an emotive 

response.  

Students to write down emotions they experience when viewing the following image (at teacher’s discretion): 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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Station worker Kate Hunter mourning a dead Brahman mother and her calf after the floods on Gipsy Plains Station, 2019. Jacqueline 

Curley. (Image number: 18369081650-0001-0066) 

 

Students then discuss with their “elbow partner” what they can identify in the image and how it makes them feel. How have visual elements been 

used to achieve this? Discuss how visual elements create emotion, then focus on colour with the video How Colours are Connected With Our 

Emotions/ Earth Lab (10 May 2019) 

 

Discuss politics and issues that people get emotive about by protesting, then view the following image and didactic: 

Public Safety Response Team Officer talking to a demonstrator who is sitting on the road, Brisbane CBD, 6 August 2019. Hamish Cairns. 
(Image number: 18373471950-0001-0016)  
 
Extinction Rebellion, inspired by grassroots movements such as Occupy, seek action on climate and ecological degradation. Moving away from 
traditional protest systems, they focus on non-violent civil disobedience, such as blocking streets, to gain attention. In response, the Queensland 
government passed the Summary Offences and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2019. 

Discuss the poses, the dress, the framing and point of view of the image to assist with creating meaning, then, as a contrast, show the image: 

Bob Katter electioneering in the seat of Gregory during the Queensland state election campaign, 2012. Hamish Cairns. (Image number: 
28419-0002-0020) 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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Often labelled a maverick for his outspokenness, Bob Katter is one of those larger-than-life political characters Queensland is so famous for. Born in 

Cloncurry in the north west of Queensland, Katter became an independent in 2001 to remain true to his beliefs and formed his own party, Katter’s 

Australian Party, in 2011. 

 

Compare these two images, then view the following video: THE LAB: DECOY – A portrait session with a twist 

 

Discuss how artist’s perceptions result with different viewpoints. Discuss if Bob Katter was unknown to us, what might we think of him, given the 

visual elements such as point of view and movement.  

 

Students to view the following images, then identify and discuss the use of elements, such as positioning, symbols and facial expressions: 

• Demonstrator with a hangman’s noose around her neck lying on the road during an Extinction Rebellion protest, Brisbane CBD, 6 

August, 2019. Hamish Cairns. (Image number: 18373471950-0001-0012) 

 

• Asylum seekers holding placards showing the length of their detention, Kangaroo Point, 8 May 2020. Hamish Cairns. (Image 

number: 18380432130-0001-0001) 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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When studying the following image, ask students if they didn’t know who this person was, what might they think of them? What symbolism can they 

identify and interpret to create meaning from the image? What do they think the photographer’s personal opinion might be? 

Defaced advertising sign for Premier Campbell Newman at the corner of Windsor and Musgrave Roads in Red Hill, Queensland, 2015. 

Dean Saffron. (Image number: 29750-0001-0019) 

 

In small groups, students are to list a series of emotions, then take turns acting out these emotions whilst one member photographs the 

emotions/poses. Ensure that all body language the student is portraying is aligned with their facial expression. Discuss posing for portraiture and how 

to use symbols to reinforce what they are trying in communicate.  

 

MAKING:  

In pairs or groups of three, each student is to choose and depict an issue photographically. The emphasis is on creating an emotive image, so 

concentrate on posing people to reinforce the story. For example, envisage the body language of a bully, and the pose of someone being threatened 

by them. Students work in groups and consider how to make the viewer feel as if they were being bullied – faces might all be grouped together 

looking angry and aggressive at the photographer – or alternatively, not necessarily showing faces, but using shadows or figures to gain emotion 

from the image. Hands and feet may be good expressive subjects. For example, to show poverty, dirty hands with ripped sleeves reaching up 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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towards the camera. Students to experiment with torches, moving them around the face, as well as different toned backdrops to undertake 

photographic exercises in creating emotive images.  

 

 

Lesson 3: 

Students view TedEx talk The Emotional Connection of Street Photography, Armaan Ahmed, TEDxDayton 

 

Consider information learnt from watching video and use new learnings to assist in analysis of the following image: 

Dancers performing during the Walk for Reconciliation, Brisbane, Queensland, 2000. Jo-Anne Driessens. (Image number: 30299-0001-

0048) 

 

After students have contributed their thoughts, ask them what they know of Reconciliation and who has the power in this image. Encourage 

conversation as to the significance of body language, other visual elements and symbols all depicting empowerment with the marginalised female 

indigenous Australians. In answering this question, students should research the artist and also consider how these women would have been 

portrayed in a historical context.  

 

When viewing the word ‘SORRY’ as a symbol for reconciliation, explore the work of Tony Albert through the following video: 

mailto:copyright@slq.qld.gov.au
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Why does Tony Albert collect Aboriginalia? (31, May 2018), QAGOMA. Discuss Tony Albert’s artwork and the significance of the word ‘Sorry’. 

 

What elements in this image allude to the feeling of hope? 

Murrandoo Yanner, 2001. Suzanna Clarke. (Image number: 7487-0001-0009) 

 

MAKING: 

Students to explore the online images for TWENTY exhibition and find images that create the feeling of hope and a positive change. 

 

Using this research, students plan their own artwork to show positive change in the form of Reconciliation, nature regenerating for example. This 

artwork is generated from their photographs undertaken the previous lesson. Students may choose to create another image photographically, 

undertake printmaking techniques over copies of their original photos, work over the prints with other media or create a new artwork using a variety of 

media whilst employing symbols and visual metaphors, communicating hope and positive change. Students need consider how to display their work 

and complete a short paragraph, reflecting on their work, the process involved and the effectiveness of the finished result. 
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