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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This project, supported by the 2020 John Oxley 

Library Fellowship, will highlight the significant 

roles women have played in the conservation of 

the Great Barrier Reef in Queensland. By learning 

from, and adding to, the collection of original 

materials held within the John Oxley Library, the 

project seeks to discover and share the untold 

stories of women from all walks of life who have 

advanced our knowledge of the Reef and 

championed its value to Australians and beyond.

Please complete the below table with a list of resources utilized in your fellowship project. Please complete as many of the columns as possible.

TITLE EDITION (IF APPLICABLE) CREATOR (OR AUTHOR) ISBN

PUBLICATION DETAILS - PUBLISHER, PLACE OR 

PUBLICATION AND DATE

PHYSICAL 

DESCRIPTION SUBJECTS

Inquiry into protection of the Great Barrier Reef (Australian 

Littoral Society submission to the House of Representatives 

Standing Committee on Environment and Conservation)

Australian Littoral 

Society Moorooka, Qld.: Australian Littoral Society, 1985 Book Great Barrier Reef protection

The Lizard Island Reef Research Foundation: Great Barrier 

Reef, Australia

Lizard Island Reef 

Research Foundation Sydney: Lizard Island Reef Research Foundation, 1978 Book Lizard Island Research Station

The Great Barrier Reef: Nature’s Gift to Australia – Australia’s 

Gift to the World

Ron Taylor, Valerie 

Taylor and Ian Croll Cairns: Beer Productions, 1982 Book Great Barrier Reef pictorial works

State of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area Technical 

Workshop: Proceedings of a workshop held in Townsville, 

QLD, 27-29 November 1995

J. I Morrissey, J. K Oliver, 

D. R Wachenfeld, Great 

Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority

Townsville: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, 

1998 Book Great Barrier Reef protection



TR 1903 Great Barrier Reef Committee Records 1922-1979

Great Barrier Reef 

Committee Great Barrier Reef Committee, 1922-1979

Archival material, 

extent: 2 boxes Great Barrier Reef protection

Heron Island and the Heron Island Research Station Patricia Mather

St. Lucia, QLD: University of Queensland and Great 

Barrier Reef Committee, Heron Island Research 

Station Board, 1973 Book Heron Island Research Station

The Fringe of the Sea

Isobel Bennett; 

photography by F. G. 

Myers and Keith Gillett Adelaide: Rigby, 1966 Book Marine invertebrates / seashore biology

The Great Barrier Reef

Isobel Bennett; 

photography by Isobel 

Bennett Melbourne: Lansdowne, 1971 Book Great Barrier Reef ecology / biology

A Coral Reef Handbook: a guide to the fauna, flora and 

geology of Heron Island and adjacent reefs and cays Second

Edited by Patricia 

Mather and Isobel 

Bennett  / Australian 

Coral Reef Society Brisbane: Australian Coral Reef Society, 1984 Book Great Barrier Reef ecology / biology

29836 Royal Society of Queensland Records 1889-2008

Royal Society 

of Queensland Royal Society of Queensland, 1889-2008

Archival material, 

extent: 10 boxes Royal Society of QLD records, correspondence, minutes

27574 Great Barrier Reef Papers 1928-1978

Charles Yonge / Great 

Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Committee / Marine Park 

Authority, 1928-78

Archival material, 

extent:  1 box

Great Barrier Reef Committee / Marine Park Authority / 

Expedition to Low Isles (1928-29)

31301 Donald Sydney Forbes papers 1967-1975 Donald Forbes Donald Sydney Forbes, 1967-75

Archival material, 

extent:  1 box

Coral industry and trade / Ellison Reef / Coral reef 

conservation

Bibliography of the Great Barrier Reef Province

Edgar Frankel / Great 

Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority

Canberra : Australian Government Publishing 

Service ; 1978 Book Great Barrier Reef / Marine Park Authority

The Coral Battleground Judith Wright West Melbourne, Vic.: Thomas Nelson Australia, 1977 Book Coral reef ecology / environmental protection

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Committee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21123637920002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,the%20great%20barrier%20reef&offset=0


Material noted by John Oxley Librarians but not held by 

SLQ:     

Consilience: Saving the Great Barrier Reef 1962-1975 (Hons 

Thesis) Phoebe Ford Sydney University, 2011

Honours thesis 

published online Save the Great Barrier Reef campaign

Oral historical material recorded with Women of the Reef 

(16 as at August 2022), to be donated to the John Oxley 

Library Collections (collection ongoing; final number <50 

Women of the Reef):

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with Reef artist Alex Thornton

Deb Anderson and Anne 

Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with cane farmer and politician 

Desley Vella

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Anne Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with marine biologists Heather Hill 

and Christine Roper

Deb Anderson and Anne 

Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland



The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with conservationist Liz Gallie

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Anne Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with environmentalist Lucy Graham Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with sustainability scientist 

Rosemary Hill

Deb Anderson and Anne 

Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with leader in environmental 

management Sheriden Morris

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Deb Anderson 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with teacher and environmentalist 

Suzie Smith and artist and conservationist Daryl Dickson

Deb Anderson and Anne 

Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with coral scientist Mary Stafford-

Smith

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Deb Anderson 2022

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (North Queensland): 

Oral History Interview/s with environmental tourism leader 

Wendy Morris Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 2022

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (Southeast 

Queensland): Oral History Interview/s with scientist Alison 

Rickert

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Anne Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (Southeast 

Queensland): Oral History Interview/s with environmentalist 

Terrie Ridgway

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Anne Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland



The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (Southeast 

Queensland): Oral History Interview/s with environmentalist 

Terrie Ridgway and scientist Alison Rickert

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Anne Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (Southeast 

Queensland): Oral History Interview/s with coral scientist 

Carden Wallace

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 

and Anne Leitch 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef (Southeast 

Queensland): Oral History Interview/s with environmental 

leader Di Tarte Kerrie Foxwell-Norton 2021

Audio-recorded 

interview and typed 

transcript

Oral history interview/s conducted with women involved 

in advancing the knowledge and protection of the Great 

Barrier Reef and/or leadership in environmental 

conservation in Queensland

Other relevant material produced during the Fellowship, 

now part of the Library collection:

The Women of the Great Barrier Reef: Stories of Gender and 

Conservation, in Queensland Review  [28(2), pp. 150-165]

Kerrie Foxwell-Norton, 

Deb Anderson and Anne 

Leitch 2021

Scholarly journal 

article in a special 

edition devoted to the 

topic Women of the Great Barrier Reef



URL NOTES

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?vid=SLQ&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&tab=all&docid

=slq_alma21108847460002061&lang=en_US&context=L&adaptor=Local%20

Search%20Engine&query=any,contains,Australian%20Littoral%20Society&of

fset=0

Refers to 500 members at 1985: most closely associated with Reef 

conservation since 1965, notes the range of problems of Reef science of 

politics; refers to Isobel Bennett, also Charlier Veron of AIMS

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21128796030002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=sub,exact,Lizard%20Island%20Research%20Statio

n

Patricia Mather, D.Sc., on the board of consultants in her capacity as the 

President of the Great Barrier Reef Committee

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21105104630002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,The%20Great%20Barrier%20Reef:%

20Nature%E2%80%99s%20Gift%20to%20Australia%20%E2%80%93%20Aust

ralia%E2%80%99s%20Gift%20to%20the%20World Photographer Valerie Taylor and husband Ron

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21128883980002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,State%20of%20the%20Great%20Bar

rier%20Reef%20WHA%20Technical%20Workshop&offset=0

Scientists in attendance yet scientific citations preclude first names (can 

we identify women?)



http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Commi

ttee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0

Presence and influence of Isobel Bennett, Patricia Mather and other 

women in annual general meetings, extraordinary meetings and 

memoranda of association: Miss P. Mills, UQ (1975 AGM) , Mrs Carden 

Wallace, Qld Museum, Mrs M. J. Mackerras (wife of the President 

1956), Dr Patricia Mather, Qld Museum, also Dr Dorothy Hill; 

investigate the academics listed in attendance (surname listed only in 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21135299490002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Heron%20Island%20and%20the%20

Heron%20Island%20Research%20Station&offset=0 Author Pat Mather offers overview of station's remit and history

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21133327290002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,The%20Fringe%20of%20the%20Sea

&offset=0 Brilliant example of author Isobel Bennett's evocative marine writing

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21123637920002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,the%20great%20barrier%20reef&off

set=0

Brilliant example of author Isobel Bennett's evocative marine writing, 

including references to mutton birds

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21124857970002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,A%20Coral%20Reef%20Handbook&

offset=0

Features contributions by editors Pat Mather, Isobel Bennett and 

Paulette McWilliam, CSIRO Divison of Fisheries Research

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21152754160002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Royal%20Society%20of%20QLD%20

Council%20meeting%20minutes&offset=0

Great Barrier Reef symposium held in 1981 (women in attendance?); 

Minutes show that the annual Science Teachers Association Student 

lecture was sponsored/arranged by the Royal Society (might there be a 

relevant female teacher?); Australian Conservation Foundation letter 

lobbying the Royal Society to help by writing to the Bjelke-Petersen 

government to support the Rainforest Preservation Agreements Bill 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148606050002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&t

ab=slq&query=any,contains,%22great%20barrier%20reef%22%20clippings&

offset=0

Field notes from the Low Isles Expedition, July 1928 - July 1929; and 

documentation relating to the Great Barrier Reef Committee and 

formation of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21216364070002061&vid=SLQ&search_s

cope=SLQ&tab=slq&lang=en_US&context=L

Papers from Cairns cane grower Donald Forbes' application to mine 

Ellison Reef (35km northeast of Dunk Island) for limestone. Forbes’ 

application prompted one of longest environmental campaigns in 

Australian history, which ended with the establishment of the Great 

Barrier Reef Marine Park. The conservationists’ main objection to 

Forbes’ application was the idea that Ellison Reef was dead. To prove 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21122014930002061&context=L&vid=SL

Q&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%

20Engine&tab=all&query=creator,exact,Edgar.%20Frankel Timely collation of references to Reef conservation

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21121948290002061&vid=SLQ&search_s

cope=SLQ&tab=slq&lang=en_US&context=L&isFrbr=true

Semninal work by prominent activist Judith Wright, which notes the 

work also of Kathleen McArthur, Suzie Smith and Margaret 

Throsborne. All were involved with the Wildlife Preservation Society of 

Queensland in some way. 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Committee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Committee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Committee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Committee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=slq_alma21148824320002061&context=L&vid=SLQ&lang=en_US&search_scope=SLQ_PCI_EBSCO&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=all&query=any,contains,Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20Committee%20Records%201922-1979&offset=0
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/f/fhnkog/slq_alma21216364070002061
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/f/fhnkog/slq_alma21216364070002061
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/f/fhnkog/slq_alma21216364070002061
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/f/fhnkog/slq_alma21216364070002061
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/f/fhnkog/slq_alma21216364070002061
http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/f/fhnkog/slq_alma21216364070002061


  

http://www.missionbeachcassowaries.com/uploads/5/9/8/7/5987112/ford

_p_consilience.pdf

Thesis on Save the Reef campaign supervised by Iain McCalman: One of 

the most successful conservationist campaigns in Australia in the 1960s 

and 1970s was the fight to prevent the mining of the Great Barrier Reef 

for oil, limestone, and minerals. In this thesis, Ford collates articles, 

interviews and the work of poet Judith Wright, the ecologist Len Webb, 

and the craftsman John Busst -- all key figures in the political and 

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 
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We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 
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We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.



We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.



We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

We envisage submitting a box for each 'Woman of the Reef', including 

audio-recordings, typed transcripts and ephemera (photographs, other 

relevant texts) to the Library. Specific details of recording length and 

format, and final interview dates, will be included then.

https://doi.org/10.1017/qre.2022.12

First scholarly article produced from this research project, published 

within a Great Barrier Reef themed edition of Queensland Review , co-

edited by Foxwell-Norton and eminent Reef historian, Professor Iain 

McCalman.

 


