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Info Guide Overview  
How to

1. How to access a computer
2. How to access and save fi les
3. How to access wireless
4. How to apply for and use your e-services card
5. How to print or photocopy
6. How to request an item
7. How to search the catalogue

Services

1. Conservation and Preservation

State Library of Queensland staff can assist members of the general public, public libraries and commercial entities with 
preservation advice for photographs, books, and various materials.

2. Document delivery/Interlibrary loans

The State Library provides a document delivery/interlibrary loan service for clients to access books, journal articles and 
microfi lm held in other Australian and overseas libraries.

3. Indigenous Library Services

Indigenous Resource Offi cers are available to assist Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islanders to locate resources and 
family history information. Indigenous resources include bibliographies and guides, archaeological, linguistic and anthropological 
records, and materials concerning post-European contact.

4. kuril dhagun

The State Library’s Indigenous Knowledge Centre, kuril dhagun, located on level 1, provides access to a wide range of 
traditional and contemporary examples of Indigenous knowledge. 

5. Online Services and Resources

The State Library’s website at www.slq.qld.gov.au provides access to catalogues, online databases, reference help, online 
image collections, and much more. 

6. Reference Services

The resources of the State Library are available to everyone through a number of reference services. These include a free 
enquiry service for those needing help fi nding answers, information and resources, and a commercial service, BR+SQ, 
providing for extended or urgent enquiries. State Library collections can be made available state wide through local public 
libraries. To help people make use of our resources, we hold regular information sessions and library skills workshops.

7. BR+SQ

The State Library provides a fee-based research and document delivery service for individuals and organisations requiring 
information in a hurry. BR+SQ can help you with all your information needs, including scientifi c literature searches, fi nding 
patents, industry information, media searches, sourcing journals and conference literature, company information, historical 
searches and environmental impact statements.

Collections

1. Art

State Library holds a large collection of visual arts resources on painting, sculpture, architecture, graphic arts, decorative arts 
and photography. The State Reference Library houses the general arts collections, while the Australian Library of Art holds 
Australian art collections of books, exhibition catalogues, private press publications, artists’ books, ephemera, and archival 
collections.

2. Business

Business collections include extensive holdings of books, annual reports, databases, journals and reference material. These 
resources are especially useful for small business owners, investors and researchers who want both historical and current 
business related information.
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Need further information?

State Library of Queensland, Cultural Centre, Stanley Place, South Bank
Reference Services: 07 3840 7810
John Oxley Library: 07 3840 7880
www.slq.qld.gov.au/enquiry

Visit www.slq.qld.gov.au/fi nd/infoguides to access all Info Guides

3. Family History

State Library’s collections contain primary and secondary reference sources for research into families who come from various 
time periods, places, occupations and activities. Resources include births, deaths and marriage indexes, electoral rolls, convict 
records, and immigration and shipping records. Information guides and web-based resources relating to genealogical research 
can be accessed through the State Library’s website. A free state wide information service is available for those needing help 
with family history research.

4. Health

This collection covers a wide range of health and medical topics. Medical dictionaries and encyclopaedias, and works on 
diseases, family medicine, treatments of common ailments, public health and history of medicine are particular strengths. Also 
held are videos on a range of topics, and a number of well known, authoritative journals. Online access to several health and 
medical databases is available through the State Library’s website.

5. History 

State Library holds many published and unpublished history resources. Materials on Australian and world history are held in the 
State Reference Library. The John Oxley Library holds resources on Queensland history, including books, journals, newspapers, 
archives, and manuscripts, as well as photographs and works of art depicting Queensland scenes.

6. Law

State Library has a signifi cant law related collection, particularly for Australian and Queensland jurisdictions. Key tools and 
fi nding aids include legal dictionaries, handbooks, encyclopaedias, and plain English guides. Additional strengths of the 
collection are legal cases, law reports and legislation. In addition, a wide range of relevant sources are available online via the 
State Library’s website. 

7. Literature

The State Reference Library has extensive holdings of Australian and international literature. The collection is primarily an English 
language one, with strengths in Australian, New Zealand, English and American literature. It is particularly strong in areas such 
as poetry and the art of writing. Queensland literature is collected at a research level by the John Oxley Library and includes 
printed and manuscript material. The Australian Library of Art has an almost complete collection of the publications of Australian 
private presses and a signifi cant collection of Australian literary magazines from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

8. Maps

State Library’s Maps Collections comprise topographic, cadastral, hydrographic and orthophoto sheet maps, globes, atlases, 
rare and unique historical maps and early estate maps. A major emphasis of the collection is Queensland and early Australian 
exploration and discovery, as well as the current mapping of Australia and the world.

9. Music

The State Reference Library’s music collection contains scores, sheet music, popular music albums, books about music and 
musicians, serials, electronic resources, sound recordings, and a large collection of vinyl LP recordings. The John Oxley Library 
collection includes compositions by Queenslanders, serials published in Queensland, sound recordings, sheet music and music 
manuscripts, hymnbooks, handbooks, and other reference material in hymnology dating from 1637. John Oxley Library also 
collects ephemera such as concert programs, posters, and photographs.

10. Photographs and Works of Art

State Library holds the world’s largest collection of pictorial material relating to the social and cultural history of Queensland. 
Photographs and works of art are available from the John Oxley Library. Selected images are available online through the 
Picture Queensland website at www.pictureqld.slq.qld.gov.au. The State Library also offers a photographic copying service 
for images held in the collection. 

11. Other collections of interest

The State Library holds many interesting and valuable collections including long runs of journals and extensive collections of 
Australian newspapers. As well as purchasing current material, the State Library retains its older collections which provide 
valuable research material. Collections cover most areas of knowledge including the humanities, science and technology, and 
the social sciences.


